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the Old Age Pension scheme, which sought to
obtain a very worthy object however faulty may
have been the execution of the plan actually
adopted, were well deserving of sympathy*
Others, for various reasons, fell outside the range
of practical politics, whilst a few, such as the
idea that democratic pressure would compel
continental Governments to effect vast reductions
in their armaments and thus inaugurate an era
of universal peace, were wholly illusory and could
only have germinated in the brains of those who
dwell in a political Cloud Cuckooland* Amongst
these idola fori, as Bacon would have called
them, the necessity for a rapid development of
Western institutions in Eastern countries occu-
pied a prominent place. Many circumstances
contributed to render an experiment in this direc-
tion inevitable in Egypt. The idea that Egyptian
institutions required remodelling in a Liberal
sense, that insufficient attention had been paid
to Egyptian education, and that the Egyptians
should be allowed a greater and more effective
share in the government of their own country,
had been sedulously fostered both by influential
politicians, who had derived their knowledge of
the state of affairs from a rapid visit to Egypt,
and by a section of the British press* More-
over, the unfortunate Denshawai incident, which
resulted in a number of accused persons being